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The Big Idea section stimulates 
students’ interest and gives 
them a wider understanding of 
the chapter’s theme. 

BIG IDEA

The Contents Map section previews the content covered in each 
lesson and presents the unifying theme.

Contents Map

The Warm Up question section 
prepares students for the 
lesson by asking them about 
something related to the topic.

Warm Up

Lesson Components

The Background Link section 
offers students background 
information and interesting 
activities that help motivate 
them to read the passage and 
understand it better. 

Background Link

The Key Words section highlights the key 
words from the lesson and includes a picture 
alongside each word.

Key Words



The Find Evidence section encourages 
students to closely focus on the meaning 
of individual words and sentences by 
finding evidence from the text to answer 
comprehension questions. Both detail and 
inference questions are included. 

Find Evidence

The Graphic Organizer section helps 
students to outline and summarize the 
passage.

Graphic Organizer 

After studying the Key Words section, students apply what they 
have learned using the Vocabulary Worksheet. While answering 
questions that include the key words, students can activate their 
prior knowledge or experience and reinforce their learning. 

Vocabulary Worksheet

The Let’s Focus section encourages 
students to think about the main idea as 
they read through the passage. 

Let’s Focus 

The Link to Self section allows students to 
relate ideas from the passage to their own 
lives or to think critically about what they 
have read.

Link to Self

In this section, students’ understanding 
of the passage is checked through a 
series of multiple-choice and short-answer 
questions.

Reading Comprehension
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River
CHAPTER1

BIG IDEA
How do rivers help us?



Captain Sullenberger’s 
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1.	 2.	 3.

flow important home

Listen and repeat the words.Key Words

River

Social Studies
1 The Nile River

02

 Where do rivers flow? 

Warm Up

Background Link

Rivers carry large amounts of fresh water. 
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Vocabulary Worksheet   p.113

4.   	 5.	 6.

fresh salty crop 

The Nile River

Rivers run into other rivers, lakes, or the ocean. 

Rivers are important to both humans and animals.

Lesson 1 • River    9



The Nile River03

Let s Focus

The Nile River flows into

the Mediterranean Sea.
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River Social Studies

The Nile River

The Nile River is a long body of water. It flows 

through many countries in Africa. It is over 6,800 

kilometers long. 

The Nile is very important to people. Many 

people live along the river and call it home. Why is 

the Nile River important? 

First, it is a source of fresh water. It is not salty 

like ocean water. People drink water from the Nile. 

Their animals also drink the water. 

Second, people use the Nile to grow food. They 

take water from the Nile. They put it on their crops, 

such as wheat and vegetables. 

Millions of people 

get water from the Nile 

River. What an important 

river!
 Words 110

What do you do with the river in your town?Link to Self

People made a waterway to carry

water from the Nile River.

Lesson 1 • River    11



Comprehension

	 What is the passage mainly about? 

a.	 how the Nile River helps people   

b.	 why the Nile River has fresh water

c.	 what crops grow near the Nile River

	 The Nile River flows through .

a.	 Asia	 b.  Africa 		  c.  Europe

	 What does the Nile River mean to people? 

a.	 It is like a home.		

b.	 It is not important. 

c.	 It is very dangerous. 

	 People drink   water from the Nile River.

a.	 dirty     	 b.  salty     		  c.  fresh

	 How do people use the water in the Nile River?

a.	 They get salt from it.

b.	 They grow crops with it.

c.	 They wash their animals with it.

	 Why is the Nile River important?

Millions of people get  from the Nile River. 
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Find Evidence

Categorize
Fill in the blanks with the words from the box.

The Nile River

Location •	 �It  through Africa.

Length •	 It is over 6,800 kilometers long. 

Importance

•	 �People and animals  fresh water from it.

•	 �People use the water from it to  crops.

•	 �It is a  of water for millions of people.

grow        drink        flows        source

	 The Nile River flows through only one country.1

	�� People get salty water from the Nile River. 2

True      Not TrueReread. Check True or Not True.
Step1

Graphic 
Organizer

Step2 Go to pages 10 – 11.  
Find and underline the text clue  
for each answer in Step1 .

Lesson 1 • River    13



The Nile River
1.	 Which picture shows a water flow?

She  them in a notebook.

2.	� What does the girl do to remember 
important things?

3.	� What does the family do at home?

They  TV at home.

4.	 Where can you get fresh milk?

You can get it from a ( park / farm ).

6.	 Which picture shows a crop?5.	� What can you do with salty soup to 
make it taste better?

You can  more water and 

boil it.

River

Social Studies

1
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b.

a. b.
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Strauss’s “The Blue Danube” Waltz
1.	 What does the composer do? 2.	� Which place is there a war in?

3.	� Which family looks joyful? 4.	 How does the girl cheer her friend up?

She tries to make her friend ( laugh / mad ).

6.	 Where are the people dancing?  

They are dancing on the . 

5.	� What does the man do to the beat of 
the music?

He ( plays / carries ) the drums.

He ( sells / makes ) music.

River

Music

2
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